











Unlike land use planning decisions, implementation decisions included in this RMP
Amendment/FEIS are not subject to protest under the BLM planning regulations, but are subject
to an administrative review process, through appeals to the Office of Hearings and Appeals
(OHA), Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) pursuant to 43 CFR, Part 4 Subpart E.
Implementation decisions generally constitute the BLM's final approval allowing on-the-ground
actions to proceed. Where implementation decisions are made as part of the land use planning
process, they are still subject to the appeals process or other administrative review as prescribed
by specific resource program regulations once the BLM resolves the protests to land use
planning decisions and issues an Approved RMP Amendment and ROD. The Approved RMP
Amendment and ROD will therefore identify the implementation decisions made in the plan that
may be appealed to the Office of Hearing and Appeals.

BLM Protest Regulations
[CITE: 43CFR1610.5-2]

TITLE 43--PUBLIC LANDS: INTERIOR
CHAPTER II--BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
PART 1600--PLANNING, PROGRAMMING, BUDGETING--Table of Contents
Subpart 1610--Resource Management Planning
Sec. 1610.5-2 Protest procedures.

(a) Any person who participated in the planning process and has an interest which is or may be
adversely affected by the approval or amendment of a resource management plan may protest such
approval or amendment. A protest may raise only those issues which were submitted for the record
during the planning process.

(1) The protest shall be in writing and shall be filed with the Director. The protest shall be filed within 30
days of the date the Environmental Protection Agency published the notice of receipt of the final
environmental impact statement containing the plan or amendment in the Federal Register. For an
amendment not requiring the preparation of an environmental impact statement, the protest shall be
filed within 30 days of the publication of the notice of its effective date.

(2) The protest shall contain:

(i) The name, mailing address, telephone number and interest of the person filing the protest;

(ii) A statement of the issue or issues being protested;

(iii) A statement of the part or parts of the plan or amendment being protested; - -

(iv) A copy of all documents addressing the issue or issues that were submitted during the planning
process by the protesting party or an indication of the date the issue or issues were discussed for the

record; and
(v) A concise statement explaining why the State Director's decision is believed to be wrong.

(3) The Director shall promptly render a decision on the protest.

(b) The decision shall be in writing and shall set forth the reasons for the decision. The decision shall be
sent to the protesting party by certified mail, return receipt requested. The decision of the Director shall
be the final decision of the Department of the interior.



